INFORMATION ON SPECIALIST SOCIETY NOMINATIONS TO ACCEA FOR THE 2011 CLINICAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS ROUND

ACCEA expects the 2011 round to open on 1 September 2010.   At this date the online application system will be available via the ACCEA website.  The system will close at 5pm on Friday 10 December 2010.  All applications, citations, ranked lists etc. must be submitted to ACCEA by this date.  ACCEA cannot accept any late items under any circumstances.

ACCEA expects the results of the 2011 round to be available in July 2011.  Awards granted in the 2011 round will be payable from 1 April 2011 and will be back-dated from that date.

Specialist societies that have successfully applied for registration with the Advisory Committee on Clinical Excellence Awards (ACCEA) may nominate candidates for Clinical Excellence Awards (CEAs).
Societies may nominate candidates for Bronze (Level 9), Silver (Level 10) and Gold (Level 11) awards only.  ACCEA does not invite Platinum nominations from specialist societies.  

The number of candidates a society may nominate is determined by the number of consultants on the society’s membership roll, and is calculated using the following formula:

· For societies with up to 250 consultant members, no more than six Bronze, three Silver and two Gold nominations. 

· For societies between 250 and 500 consultant members, a maximum of ten Bronze, four Silver and three Gold nominations.

· For societies with more than 500 consultant members, it depends on the award level:

· Bronze: Up to 1.3% of the consultant members with no national award, or 12 – whichever is the larger.

· Silver: Up to 8% of the consultant member B/Bronze award holders or 5 – whichever is the larger.

· Gold: Up to 8% of the consultant members with Silver awards or 4 – whichever is the larger.

The levels at which candidates may apply are as follows:

Candidates without a national award may apply at Bronze level.

Bronze award holders may apply at Silver level.

Silver award holders may apply at Gold level.

B Distinction Award holders may apply at SILVER level only.  

Clearly there will be cases when a society wishes to support more candidates than there are places for inclusion for nomination on the ranked list.  In such cases the society may decide to submit a separate citation for candidates that cannot be formally nominated.  This should not be done using the user id and password; instead, please access the link which says “write citation”.  You can find this link at the top right hand side of the log in box screen.  Then follow the steps to submit the citation.

Timetable
The online applications database will close at 5pm on Friday 10 December 2010 and it will not be possible thereafter to submit any paperwork to ACCEA.  No applications, citations or ranked lists will be accepted in any circumstances after this date.
Citations and ranked lists
Citations and ranked lists must be submitted electronically using the ACCEA online application system, which will be available by accessing the ACCEA website when the round opens on 1 September.  Citations are limited to 1350 characters.  This includes ALL characters including spaces, punctuation, line feeds etc.
You must submit a citation for each candidate nominated; failure to do so will render your entire ranked list and all citations invalid.

You will be required to access the online application system with the user id and password which you should already have.  If you do not have these details please call Maggie Bishop on 020 7972 3923 or email specialistsocieties@dh.gsi.gov.uk.
Welsh candidates

ACCEA considers applications for CEAs from consultants employed in NHS organisations in England and Wales, therefore any Welsh candidates should be included in the overall pool of candidates assessed and from which your nominations are drawn.  However, Wales has a separate Secretariat arrangement and is not currently linked to the online system.  

If you are nominating Welsh candidates, you must send a ranked list by email, detailing the Welsh candidates (by name and GMC No.), their positions in the overall ranking, and the number of candidates your society ranked overall at each level, to Ian Owen at the Welsh ACCEA Secretariat, at the following email address:

ian.owen@wales.gsi.gov.uk
by 5pm on Friday 10 December 2010.  You must also send a citation for each Welsh candidate ranked; you will be forwarded a ranking template and a citation template for this purpose.

There is no need to include your entire ranked list; please just detail the Welsh candidates and their position in the ranking, along with the total number of candidates ranked overall.

SCOTLAND AND NORTHERN IRELAND
ACCEA covers consultants working in NHS organisations in England and Wales only.  Scotland and Northern Ireland run schemes unconnected to, but along similar lines, as ACCEA.  You should not include any candidates from Scotland or Northern Ireland in your assessments for ACCEA.  If you wish to support candidates from these regions you will need to contact the organisations for information about this.  The contacts are:
Please note that if you have any queries or need advice at any stage of the process, you should contact Maggie Bishop on 020 7972 3923 or specialistsocieties@dh.gsi.gov.uk.

Scottish Advisory Committee on Distinction Awards (SACDA)

Ms Louise Lowe

Scottish Health Service Centre

Crewe Road South

Edinburgh EH4 2LF

Tel:  0131 275 7739

Email:      louise.lowe@shsc.csa.scot.nhs.uk

website:
www.shsc.scot.nhs.uk

Northern Ireland CEA Scheme
John Nesbitt

Room D214

Castle Buildings

Stormont

Belfast BT4 3SR

Tel:  028905 22817

Email:  John.nesbitt@dhsspsni.gsi.gov.uk

REVIEW CANDIDATES

ACCEA does not accept citations in support of review candidates.  The review process is not competitive; instead, review candidates must demonstrate that their contribution has met the standard over the preceding period to justify continued payment of the award.  Should, however, a review candidate be applying for an upgrade at the same time, they would of course be entitled to seek specialist society support for their new award application.   Such applications should be considered in the normal way along with other requests for support at that level.

